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It is indicated that russia’s aggression against Ukraine, which began in 2014 with the annexation
of Crimea by the russian federation, has since intensified significantly, especially after the large-scale
invasion of russia in February 2022. This armed aggression of the russian federation against Ukraine led
to a serious humanitarian crisis, serious violations of international humanitarian law (IHL), international
criminal law (ICC) and international human rights law (IHRC).

The article explores the international legal responses to russia’s ongoing aggression against Ukraine,
beginning with the annexation of Crimea in 2014 and intensifying with the full-scale invasion in
February 2022. This war has led to severe humanitarian crises and widespread violations of international
humanitarian law, international criminal law, and international human rights law. The paper focuses on
war crimes, including targeting civilians, the use of prohibited weapons, and the unlawful deportation
of children to russia.

This article addresses the scientific literature on the war crimes committed by russia against
Ukraine and THL implementation, noting the lack of research on forensic methodologies for war crime
investigations in Ukraine. While Ukrainian scholars emphasize integrating international law into national
legislation, foreign experts provide more detailed forensic approaches. The study evaluates the actions
of international bodies like the International Criminal Court (ICC) and the United Nations, alongside
efforts by the European Union and others, to ensure accountability and reparations, with particular focus
on the various mechanisms established to address war crimes, human rights abuses, and the path toward
reparations and justice for Ukraine.

Special attention is given to international initiatives, such as the Atrocity Crime Advisor Group
(ACA) and the International Centre for the Prosecution of the Crime of Aggression (ICPA), which are
crucial in enhancing Ukraine’s ability to prosecute atrocity crimes. The article underscores the need
for coordinated international legal and financial support to achieve justice for the victims and rebuild
Ukraine.

Key words: international humanitarian law, international criminal law, interational human rights
law, International Criminal Court, war crimes.

Bonngapenko €. IlpoTuais BoeHHUM 3JI04MHAM B YKpaiHi: Mi’kHApo/He pearyBaHHs, Bi/IlOBIi-
JAJIbHICTh Ta HLJIAX /10 penapaniii 3a nopyuieHHs, BYMHeHi BHACJIII0K pocilicbkoi arpecii.

Bxasyetbcs, arpecis pocii npotu Ykpainu, sika nodajnacs B 2014 poui 3 anekcii Kpumy pociiicbkoro
(benepariiero, BIATOAI 3HAYHO MOCHIINIIACS, OCOOIUBO MICHs IIMPOKOMACIITAOHOTO BTOPTHEHHS pocii B
motomy 2022 poky. Ls 30poitHa arpecis pd npoTu Ykpainu Npu3Besa 10 Cepio3HOT ryMaHITapHOT KpH-
3H, CepHO3HUX MOPYIICHHb MIXKHAPOAHOTO TyMaHiTapHoTo mpasa (MI'Tl), Mi>kHapoqHOTO KPUMiHATHHO-
ro npasa (MKII) i mixkxHapogHOTO TIpaBa npas Joauau (MITH).
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VY cTarTi JOCHiIKYIOThCS MIKHAPOJHI MPaBOBI peakilii Ha TpUBaKdy arpecito pocii npotu Ykpa-
THU, ska moyanacs 3 aHekcii Kpumy y 2014 pori ta 3arocTpuiacsi IOBHOMACIITAOHUM BTOPTHEHHSM
y srotoMy 2022 poky. BiitHa npu3Bena 10 cepio3HOi T'yMaHITapHOI KPU3U Ta MacHITAaOHUX MOPYIICHb
MIDKHAPOJHOT'O TYMaHITapHOTO MpaBa, MXXHAPOHOTO KPUMIHAIILHOTO TIpaBa Ta mpas JoauHu. OCHOBHA
yBara IpWIUISIEThCS BIMCHKOBUM 3JI0YMHAM, BKIIFOUAIOYU HAMAJM Ha IUBUIBHUX OCi0, BUKOPHCTaHHS
3a00pOHEHUX BUJIB 30p0i Ta HE3aKOHHE BUBE3CHHS YKPaiHCHKHX JITEH 10 pocii.

VY crarTi MpoaHai30BaHO HAYKOBY JIITEpaTypy 100 BOEHHUX 3JI0YHHIB, CKOEHUX POCIEI0, Ta IMILIC-
MEHTAaIlii M>KHapoHOTO rymaHiTapHoro npasa (MI'TI), Bka3dyroun Ha Opak JOCIIDKEHb 010 SKCIIepT-
HHUX METOJWK PO3CIITyBaHHS BOEHHHX 3JIOUMHIB B YKpaiHi. Xoua yKpaiHChKI HayKOBIII 30CEPEIKYIOTh
yBary Ha iHTerpaiii Mi>kHapOJIHOTO TIpaBa B HaIllOHAJIbHE 3aKOHOAABCTBO, 3apy0i’KHI EKCIIEPTH HAAAIOTh
OUIBIII TeTaJIbHI €KCITePTHI MiAXOAH 11010 KBai(hikalii BiJMOBIIHUX 3JI0YHHIB.

VY cTaTTi OMIHIOITHCS 1T MIXKHAPOJHUX OPraHiB, TAKUX SK MiKHapoaHUH kpuMiHaibHuH cyn (MKC)
ta OOH, a Takox 3ycuiuisi €Bponelicbkoro Cor3y Ta IHIMUX Cy0’€KTIB 11010 3a0e3MeYeHHs BiIMOBi-
JATBLHOCTI Ta KOMIICHCAIlii 3a BOE€HHI 370uynHUA. OCOONMBY yBary MpUALICHO MIXHAPOAHUM iHIIIaTH-
BaM, TakuM sk KOHCyNbTaTUBHA Ipyla 3 MUTaHb HAUTSIKIMX MDKHAPOIHUX 3704uHIB (Atrocity Crime
Advisor Group) Ta Mi>kHapoOJXHHU IEHTP 3 TIepecIIiAyBaHHs 37109uHy arpecii nporu Ykpainu (ICPA), ski
MarTh BaXJIMBE 3HAUYCHHS JIUIS IIJBUINCHHS CIIPOMOXKHOCTI YKpaiHW NepeciiayBaTH 3JI09YHMHHU arpecii.
VY nocaipKeHHI MiIKPECTIEThCS HEOOX1THICTh CKOOPIMHOBAHOT MIXKHAPOIHOT paBoBoi Ta GiHaHCOBOT
MiATPAMKH JJIs1 JOCSTHEHHS CIIPaBEIIUBOCTI AJIS )KEPTB BOCHHHUX 3JIOYUHIB 1 BITHOBJICHHS YKpaiHH.

KarouoBi ciioBa: Mi>kHapogHE TYMaHITapHE MPaBO, MiXKHApOIHE KpUMiHAJIBHE MPABO, IpaBa JTIOIU-
HU, MI>KHApOJIHUMA KPUMIHAJIBHUN CYJl, BOEHHI 3JIOYHHHU.

Introduction.

Russia’s aggression against Ukraine, which began in 2014 with the annexation of Crimea by the
russian federation (russia), has since escalated significantly, particularly following the large-scale
invasion by russia in February 2022. This armed aggression by rf against Ukraine has led to severe
humanitarian crises, extensive violations of international humanitarian law (IHL), international criminal
law (ICL), and international human rights law (IHRL). This paper addresses the relevance of analysing
the legal frameworks governing the conflict, including actions by international legal bodies such as the
International Criminal Court (ICC), and various mechanisms established to address war crimes, human
rights abuses, and the path toward reparations and justice for Ukraine.

Russia’s aggression against Ukraine, represents one of the most severe breaches of international law
in recent history. According to multiple United Nations (UN) bodies, this has resulted in widespread
civilian casualties, the destruction of infrastructure, and a humanitarian crisis characterized by mass
displacement and refugee flows [1].

This war has been marked by systematic violations of international legal standards. Reports from the
UN and non-governmental organizations have documented various war crimes committed by russian
and russian-affiliated forces, including the targeting of civilians, the use of prohibited weapons, and
unlawful deportation of children [2]. These atrocities underscore the need for an effective international
legal response, including the work of the ICC and other judicial bodies to address the violations and
ensure accountability.

Russian troops brutally violate the Chemical Weapons Convention, by using gas, gas grenades as
well as improvised explosive devices equipped with irritant substances and conducts artillery shelling
with chemically hazardous substances in violation of the rules of war. In total, between February 2023
and June 2024, the Ukrainian Defense Forces recorded 4,035 cases of use of ammunition containing
hazardous chemicals. In total, 1,945 cases of servicemen seeking medical care with symptoms of chemical
exposure of varying severity were recorded as well as deaths from acute poisoning by an unknown
chemical substance [3]. Despite the condemning reaction of the international community, russian
federation continues to blatantly violate the norms of international law. In this regard, the intentions
of the russian Side to be elected to the Executive Council of the Organization for the Prohibition of
Chemical Weapons for the period 2025-2027 are particularly cynical [4].

Analysis of scientific publications.

The subject of study in the scientific literature has primarily focused on the legal qualification of war
crimes and the implementation of international humanitarian law (IHL) into national legislation. Scholars
such as I. Kolotukha, O. Batiuk, S. Dmytriv, S. Mokhonchuk, M. Piddubna have contributed extensively
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to the analysis of IHL within the Ukrainian legal context, offering insights into how international legal
norms can be integrated into domestic law.

However, research on the forensic methodology for investigating war crimes — specifically, the
forensic characterization of war crimes, typical investigative scenarios, procedural sources of evidence,
and the tactics involved in different stages of investigation — remains relatively scarce. This gap is
particularly noticeable when looking for relevant works in the Ukrainian legal domain. In contrast,
foreign legal scholars have actively explored these issues, contributing significantly to the development
of forensic techniques in war crime investigations. Researchers such as David P. Forsythe, L. Freeman,
M. Klinkner and E. Smith have provided detailed studies on investigative methods, offering practical
guidelines for handling complex war crime cases. Their works highlight the importance of a structured
approach to gathering evidence and analyzing war crime scenarios, which can significantly enhance the
effectiveness of investigations. This analysis shows a clear divergence in the focus of research between
Ukrainian and foreign scholars, with the latter offering more comprehensive coverage of forensic
techniques, while Ukrainian publications are more centered on the integration of international law into
national frameworks.

The aim of the work. The aim of this research article is to evaluate the international response to
war crimes committed in Ukraine, analyse the mechanisms for ensuring accountability, and discuss the
reparations process for victims. The study aims to explore the international legal frameworks applied to
the Ukraine conflict, assess the actions of international bodies such as the International Criminal Court
(ICC), and examine the mechanisms established to address war crimes, human rights violations, and the
path toward reparations and justice for Ukraine.

Review and discussion.

The ongoing russia’s aggression against Ukraine has involved substantial breaches of international law,
particularly IHL, as defined by the Geneva Conventions, and ICL. Numerous reports have documented
deliberate attacks on civilians, extrajudicial killings, the destruction of civilian infrastructure, and the
use of prohibited weapons such as cluster munitions. Additionally, conflict-related sexual and gender-
based violence, as well as arbitrary detentions and torture, have been widely reported by Amnesty
International, International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), UN Human Rights Monitoring Mission
in Ukraine (HRMMU), Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) and others
international and Ukrainian organizations.

Of particular concern is the forced deportation of Ukrainian children into russian territory, a
violation prohibited under IHL (Geneva Convention IV, Article 49). This act has led to the ICC issuing
arrest warrants for high-ranking Russian officials, including President Vladimir Putin and Presidential
Commissioner for Children’s Rights, Maria Lvova-Belova, in March 2023. Based on the Prosecution’s
applications of 22 February 2023, Pre-Trial Chamber II of the International Criminal Court considered
that there are reasonable grounds to believe that each suspect bears responsibility for the war crime of
unlawful deportation of population (children) and that of unlawful transfer of population (children)
from occupied areas of Ukraine to the Russian Federation, in prejudice of Ukrainian children [6]. These
charges represent significant milestones in the international community’s efforts to hold perpetrators
accountable under international law.

To address these widespread russia violations against Ukraine, several international legal bodies
have mobilized. The ICC opened an investigation into war crimes committed in Ukraine, with arrest
warrants already issued for senior russian officials. The UN has also established various mechanisms to
monitor and document violations, such as the UN Human Rights Monitoring Mission in Ukraine and the
International Independent Commission of Inquiry on the Conflict in Ukraine.

Additionally, the European Union’s Agency for Criminal Justice Cooperation (EUROJUST)
has played a pivotal role in supporting legal initiatives aimed at prosecuting crimes of aggression,
establishing the International Centre for the Prosecution of the Crime of Aggression against Ukraine
(ICPA) in the Hague.

It’s important to mention that ICPA by nature is the first judicial hub on an international level
since Nuremberg and Tokyo, with a specific mandate to secure crucial evidence related to the crime
of aggression and facilitate the process of case-building at an early stage. Currently, the ICPA team
is composed of Ukrainian, Lithuanian, Latvian, Estonian, Polish, and Romanian prosecutors, United
States has also seconded a Special Prosecutor. In total, there are 16 prosecutors and 4 investigators,
along with 7 participants from the International Criminal Court [7].
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The UN General Assembly has taken significant steps toward ensuring justice and reparations for
Ukraine. On November 14, 2022, the Assembly adopted the resolution “Furtherance of remedy and
reparation for aggression against Ukraine,” recognizing Ukraine’s right to reparations under international
law [8]. This resolution also called for the establishment of a Register of Damage, which was formally
created by the Council of Europe in May 2023, with 43 states and the European Union joining as of April
2024. This Register, intended to serve as part of a broader reparation mechanism, marks an essential
step toward providing compensation for the victims of the conflict and supporting Ukraine’s long-term
recovery. The European Commission, alongside G7 partners, has also established the Multi-Agency
Donor Coordination Platform to facilitate Ukraine’s reconstruction efforts [9, 10].

It is important to highlight the significant efforts in fostering bilateral and multilateral inter-state
partnerships. In addition, exceptional initiatives are being undertaken at the national level by various
states, both individually and collectively, to investigate and prosecute international crimes committed
in Ukraine. National investigations have been launched by more than 20 countries, as well as by the
Joint Investigation Team (JIT) — comprising Ukraine, Lithuania, Poland, Estonia, Latvia, Slovakia, and
Romania — under the auspices of EUROJUST, with the participation of the ICC and the United States.
Recently, the JIT’s mandate was extended for another year [7].

The European Union, the United States, and the United Kingdom launched the Atrocity Crime Advisor
Group (ACA) in May 2022, announcing their collective efforts via a joint ministerial statement. The ACA
provides coordinated, timely, multidisciplinary expert assistance to the Office of the Prosecutor General (OPG)
of Ukraine, which has the primary authority and responsibility for prosecuting atrocity crimes that took place
on its territory. ACA’s model enhances national authorities’ ability to bring justice for victims of atrocity crimes
through domestic mechanisms and in coordination with international expertise and bodies. [11].

Notably, that ACA serves solely in an advisory and supporting role to the OPG in a manner that
complements, does not conflict with or duplicate, the work of Eurojust’s joint investigative team (JIT)
and the International Centre for the Prosecution of the Crime of Aggression against Ukraine (ICPA), the
International Criminal Court, Europol, or other international bodies. The United States, in consultation
with the UK and the EU, established a Multi-National Fund (MNF) in 2023 to secure the ACA’s longevity
for Ukraine and allow additional partners to join the mission of the ACA.

Conclusion.

In result of russia’s aggression against Ukraine, ongoing since 2014, nearly 27% of Ukraine’s
territory is temporarily occupied. This armed conflict in Ukraine has not only led to immense human
suffering but has also raised significant challenges for the international legal system. The establishment
of international legal mechanisms to address violations of IHL and ICL, coupled with efforts to ensure
reparations and justice for Ukraine, represents a critical step forward. However, the complexities
involved in prosecuting international crimes and the need for coordinated global efforts to support
Ukraine’s legal and institutional capacity remain paramount.

Ongoing international support, both legal and financial, will be essential to ensure that justice is
delivered to the victims of this conflict and that Ukraine can rebuild in the wake of such extensive
destruction. The international community must continue to uphold its commitments to IHL and ICL to
prevent further violations and ensure accountability for war crimes.

The lack of expertise within Ukraine’s justice sector institutions in addressing international crimes
presents a significant challenge. International crimes are complex and require specialized knowledge,
training, and expertise for effective investigation and prosecution. Apart from a small unit established
after the 2014 invasion of Crimea by the russian federation, there was no expertise in international
humanitarian law or international criminal law within the Office of the Prosecutor General or regional
prosecutors’ offices. Despite concerted efforts and increased assistance from the international community
in recent years, the level of support and training for handling these crimes remains insufficient, resulting
in concerns regarding the quality of investigations and prosecutions.

To address this, the Atrocity Crime Advisor Group (ACA) was established in May 2022 by the
European Union, the United States, and the United Kingdom. The ACA provides multidisciplinary expert
assistance to the OPG, enhancing Ukraine’s capacity to prosecute atrocity crimes through domestic
legal mechanisms and in coordination with international bodies such as the ICC and EUROJUST. As
a new approach to advancing justice in a conflict setting, ACA’s innovative model enhances national
authorities’ ability to bring justice for victims of atrocity crimes through domestic mechanisms and in
coordination with international expertise and bodies.
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