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The article examines the legal aspects of the agricultural cooperation, which is important for the
economic and social development of the state, especially in war and post-war times, as the basis for
ensuring food and environmental security in Ukraine. The concepts of «sustainable agriculture», «food
security» and «environmental security» are considered. It has been established that at the present stage
limited attention is paid to the issue of implementing sustainable agriculture as a priority direction for
achieving food and environmental security of Ukraine. It was determined that in order to implement
sustainable agriculture, it is necessary to harmonize social, ecological and economic factors in the
agrarian sector of the economy of Ukraine, especially in the field of agricultural cooperation. It is
emphasized that there is an insufficient level of synergy between the environmental and agrarian policies
of the state, environmental factors are not sufficiently integrated into the system of agrarian relations,
into cooperative legislation, particularly in the context of the agricultural cooperation. In conditions
of European integration processes, the specialized Law of Ukraine «On Agricultural Cooperationy is
not fully oriented towards ensuring sustainable agriculture: it does not contain the term «sustainable
agriculture» or provisions on environmental protection, food and environmental security. The Law of
Ukraine «On Cooperation» also does not cover environmental aspects. In the course of the study, it was
substantiated that a necessary condition for the proper implementation of the Sustainable Development
Goals, the introduction of sustainable agriculture in Ukraine in the field of the agricultural cooperation
is the strengthening of the legal framework, the creation of an appropriate legal field that will reflect
the focus of agricultural cooperation on achieving sustainable agriculture, as well as ensuring food and
environmental security. In this context proposals for improving the cooperative legislation of Ukraine
are made in the article.
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Xpimena O.I. CintbchpKorocnogapcbka Koonepaimisi ik 0CHOBa 3a0e3eYeHHs MPOA0BOJIbY0I Ta
€KO0JIOTIYHOI 0e3leKH Ha TepeHaX YKpPaiHU: PAaBOBIi acIeKTH.

VY cTarTi NpoOBEACHO AOCTIMKCHHS NMPABOBUX ACIEKTIB CLIBCHKOTOCHOAAPCHKOI KOOMepallii, ska Mae
BaXXUIMBE 3HAYCHHA /Ui €KOHOMIYHOTO Ta COIiaIbHOTO IMiJHECEHHsI JepXKaBu, 0COOJIMBO Yy BOCHHUU Ta
MIOBOEHHUH dac, SIK OCHOBH 3a0e3MeUeHHs MPOJOBOJIBUO] TA CKONIOTIYHOI OE3MeKH Ha TepeHaxX YKpaiHu.
Po3rnsiHyTO MOHATTS «CTasle ClIBChKE TOCMOAAPCTBOY, «IIPOAOBOJIBIA OE3MEKa» Ta «EKOJIOTiuHa Oe3MeKay.
Bcranosneno, 1o Ha cydyacHOMY eTalli NPUAIISEThCS He3HAYHA yBara MUTAHHIO BIIPOBAKCHHS CTAIOTO
CLIBCBKOTO TOCIIOAPCTBA SK MPIOPUTETHOTO HANPSAMKY IS JOCSTHEHHS IPOJOBOJIBIOI Ta €KOJOTIYHOT
Oesnexkn Ykpainu. BusHaueHo, M0 3/ BIPOBAKEHHS CTAOTO CUIBCBKOTO TOCIONApPCTBA HEOOXiTHO
rapMOHI3yBaTH COIiabHi, KOJIOTIYHI Ta EKOHOMIYHI YHHHUKH B arpapHOMY CEKTOPi EKOHOMIKM YKpaiHH,
oco0iuBo y cepi cinbchKorocmonapchbkoi koorepariii. [lizkpecieHo, o CrnocTepiracThbCsi HEIOCTATHIN
piBeHb CHHEpPTii EKOJIOTIYHOI Ta arpapHOi MOJITHKU ACP>KaBH, €KOJOTIUHI YMHHUKHM HEJOCTAaTHHO iHTe-
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IPOBaHi B CHCTEMY arpapHUX BiJHOCHH, y KOOIEpaTHBHE 3aKOHOABCTBO, 30KpeMa B KOHTEKCTI CilbCbKO-
eocnodapcvkoi koonepayii. B yMoBax €BpOiHTErpamiiHUX TporeciB npodinsHuil 3akoH Ykpainu «IIpo
CLITbCHKOTOCIIOAPChKY Koormeparito» Bix 21 mumas 2020 poky HEe € MOBHOIIIHHO OPIEHTOBAaHUM Ha 3a-
OE3IeYeHHs CTAJIOr0 CITbCHKOTO TOCHOJAAPCTBA: HE OMNEPYE TEPMIHOM «CTayle CLIBCHKE TOCIIONAPCTBOY,
HE MICTUTh MOJOKEHBb PO OXOPOHY HABKOJIHUIIHBOTO TPHUPOAHOTO CEPEIOBHIA, IPOAOBOIBYY Ta SKOJIO-
riuny Oesneky. 3akoH Ykpainu «IIpo Koorepallito» TakoX HE OXOIUIFOE €KOJOTIYHMX acleKTiB. Y Xoii
JIOCJTIJDKEHHSI 0OTPYHTOBAHO, [0 HEOOX1THOK YMOBOIO JIJIsl HAaJIeKHOI peamizaiii L{ine ctanoro po3BuTky,
BIPOBA/DKEHHS CTAJIOTO CUIBCHKOTO TOCIIOJApCTBa HA TepeHax YKpaiHu y cdepi clIbChbKOTOCIOAApChKOT
KOOTepallii € 3MIIHEHHs: HOPMAaTHBHO-ITPABOBOT 043K, CTBOPEHHSI HAJICKHOTO IPABOBOTO MOJIsL, sIKe Oyrie
BIJIJI3ePKAITIOBATH CIIPSMOBAHICTh CLIBCHKOTOCIIONAPCHKOT KOOTIEpaIlil Ha JOCSITHEHHS CTaJIOr0 CLIBCHKOTO
rOCIIOIapCTBa, a TAKOXK Ha 3a0Ee3MEUCHHS MPOJOBOJIBYOI Ta €KOJOTIYHOT Oe3MeKku. Y 1bOMY KOHTEKCTI y
CTaTTi 3pO0JICHO MPOTO3HIIIT HIO0 YIOCKOHAICHHS KOOTIEPATHBHOTO 3aKOHO/IABCTBA YKpaTHH.

KurouoBi cioBa: ciibchbKOrocmojapchka Koolepallis, Koomepallis, CibChbKOTOCIOAapChKi KooIie-
paruBH, CITbCHKOTOCIIONAPCHKHI KOOMEpAaTHB, MPOIOBONbYA Oe3leKka, eKoJoTiuyHa Oe3meka, arpapHa
MOJITHKA, €KOJIOTiYHA TOMITHKA, CTalle ClIbChKE TOCIIOIaPCTBO, KOOIIEPATHBHE 3aKOHO/IaBCTBO.

Formulation of the problem. Agricultural cooperation, that is a basis for the development of the
national agricultural industry, is of great importance for economic and social development of the state,
especially in the war and post-war times, which are characterized by economic instability, significant
difficulties in the agricultural sector, in particular, the aggravation of food and environmental security
issues, shortcomings in the system of environmental and agrarian policy. There is an insufficient level
of synergy between the environmental and agrarian policies of the state, environmental factors are not
sufficiently integrated into the system of agrarian relations, into cooperative legislation, particularly
in the context of the agricultural cooperation. In the conditions of the European integration processes,
the special Law of Ukraine «On Agricultural Cooperation» is not fully oriented towards ensuring
sustainable agriculture: it does not use the term «sustainable agriculture», it does not contain provisions
on environmental protection, food and ecological security. The Law of Ukraine «On Cooperation» also
does not cover environmental aspects, which indicates the need to improve the cooperative legislation
of Ukraine and determines the relevance of the chosen research topic.

The state of the study. Various aspects of food and environmental security were investigated in works
of O.M. Pashchenko, O.I. Hoychuk, V.I. Kurylo, O.V. Tolkachenko, S.I. Varlamova, 1.S. Varlamova
and other scientists. Works of O.I. Pankova, L.I. Kalachevska, O.P. Slavkova, A.V. Nevesenko,
0.0. Yusupova, etc. are devoted to separate issues of sustainable development in the agriculture. At
the same time, insufficient attention in the science of agrarian law is paid to the legal aspects of the
agricultural cooperation as a basis for ensuring food and environmental security.

The aim of the article. The aim of the article is to study the legal aspects of the agricultural
cooperation as a basis for ensuring food and environmental security, to determine the conditions for the
proper implementation of sustainable agriculture in Ukraine in the context of agricultural cooperation.

Presentation of the main material. The war in Ukraine affects the country’s food and environmental
security. Pashchenko O.M. emphasizes that «Ukraine is suffering from significant economic losses due
to the mass destruction of industrial facilities and civil infrastructure facilities, serious damage is being
done to natural resources, in particular to agricultural lands, which are the main means of producing
food and raw materials, and to the surrounding natural environment» [1, c. 285].

«The agricultural sector of the economy of Ukraine is a system-forming component of the national
economy; forms the basis for the preservation of sovereignty and statehood, national food security; is
the social and economic basis for the development of rural areas...» [2, c. 98].

According to the information of the regular monitoring of food security and agrarian policy in
wartime, which is carried out by the Center for Food and Land Use Research together with the Ministry
of Agrarian Policy and Food of Ukraine, «agriculture is an important sector in terms of GDP and
employment (about 15% of the total population of Ukraine), agricultural producers provide the local
population with almost 100% of the consumption of the main agricultural crops, vegetables and at least
80% of the meat consumption» [3].

Supporting the position of Dobrunik T.P. and Kuznetsova O.V., who expediently point out that «the
agricultural sector...can become a locomotive for the recovery of the entire national economy under the
condition of ensuring the appropriate state agrarian policy and financial support» [4], we emphasize the
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importance of the cooperative segment of the agricultural sector for the development of the economy
of Ukraine.

In the conditions of martial law, the cooperative segment of the agrarian sector of Ukrainian
economy, an important element of which is agricultural cooperation, needs comprehensive state support,
legislative changes, as well as an effective agrarian and environmental policy, which will be aimed at
ensuring sustainable agriculture and achieving food and environmental security in Ukraine.

Pashchenko O.M. expediently proposes to determine at the legislative level the priority areas that
should become the basis for ensuring food security in the conditions of martial law and in the post-war
period, including: «state support for small and medium-sized agricultural producers; state support for
the restoration and development of rural areas; giving priority to the development of sustainable and
environmentally friendly practices in agriculture...» [1, p. 289].

Kalachevska L.I. and Slavkova O.P. note that «in rural areas the creation of an agricultural cooperative
consists in finding a unique combination of resources aimed at increasing the social, ecological and
economic value of rural areas» [5, p. 138].

It is worth stating that social, ecological and economic aspects are the basis of sustainable agriculture,
which is extremely important for humanity in terms of the implementation of global goals of the
sustainable development.

The decree of the President of Ukraine «On the Sustainable Development Goals of Ukraine until
2030» stipulates: «supporting the global goals of sustainable development until 2030 declared by
the resolution of the United Nations General Assembly dated September 25, 2015 No. 70/1 and the
results of their adaptation, taking into account the specifics of Ukrainian development, set out in the
National Report «Sustainable Development Goals: Ukrainey, to ensure compliance with the Sustainable
Development Goals of Ukraine until 2030: ...promoting the sustainable development of agriculture» [6].

«Sustainable development is such a development of human activity that includes a balanced
consideration of economic, social and environmental aspects and takes into account the interests of
future generations» [7].

In turn, the goal of sustainable farming is «productivity and profitability, resource conservation,
environmental protection, supply of safe for health food» [8, c. 102].

Strapchuk S.I. emphasizes that «sustainable agriculture involves the use of balanced food production
systems and the implementation of the best agricultural practices that increase productivity, which at the
same time can help support ecosystems without losing the quality of water and soil» [9, c. 12].

In our opinion, the harmonization of social, ecological and economic factors in the agrarian sector of
the Ukrainian economy, in particular in the field of agricultural cooperation, will lead to the introduction
of sustainable agriculture and will determine the achievement of a high level of food and environmental
security of the state.

We agree with the opinion of Tolkachenko O.V. that «a component of the national security of any
state is food security» [10, p. 74].

Paragraph 2.13 of Art. 2 of the Law of Ukraine «On State Support of the Agriculture of Ukraine»
establishes that: «food security is the protection of the human vital interests, which is expressed in the
state’s guarantee of unhindered economic access of a human to food products in order to maintain his
normal life activities» [11].

Hoychuk A.I. and Kurylo V.I. define food security as «the guaranteed ability of the state on the
principles of self-sufficiency in basic products with their economic and physical availability, regardless
of the influence of external and internal factors, to satisfy the needs of the population in the person of
each citizen with foodstuff in the necessary volume, assortment and quality at a level that ensures their
health and intellectual development» [12, p. 3].

At the same time, Tolkachenko O.V. rightly notes that «in legal science, much attention is paid to
quantitative, not qualitative characteristics of food security, which can be considered as a inconsistency
with the principle of ensuring environmental security and the legal norms on the right to life, health and
safe food» [10, c. 74].

The scientists note that «the priority tasks and areas for participation of the agrarian cooperation in
the post-war reconstruction of the Ukrainian economy in cooperation with enterprises of other spheres
of the cooperative sector are to strengthen the food security of the state by expanding the activities of
agrarian cooperatives in the key markets of agricultural products (grains, corn, sunflower seeds, oils,
dairy products, meat, etc.)» [13, p. 292].

43



Cepis [TIPABO. Bunyck 81: wactuna 2

At the same time, despite the significant importance of the agricultural cooperatives activity for
ensuring the national food security, the Law of Ukraine «On Agricultural Cooperation» unfortunately
does not contain provisions that would emphasize the orientation of agricultural cooperation to ensure
the food security.

In addition to food security, it is necessary to emphasize the importance of the issue of ensuring
environmental security, which is related to the impact of agricultural activities of economic entities, in
particular, agricultural cooperatives, on the surrounding natural environment.

Environmental security is also one of the components of the Ukrainian national security.

«Environmental security is the basis of sustainable economic development and an indicator of its
component structure» [14].

Art. 50 of the Law of Ukraine «On Environmental Protection» defines that environmental security is
«such a state of the natural environment that ensures the prevention of the environmental degradation
and the occurrence of danger to human health» [15].

The Law of Ukraine «On the Main Principles (Strategy) of the State Environmental Policy of Ukraine
for the Period Until 2030» establishes that one of the main principles of the state environmental policy
is «ensuring environmental security...on the territory of Ukraine» [16].

At the same time, the specified legal act does not contain provisions that would provide for the need
to ensure environmental security in the agriculture.

Environmental security in the agriculture can be defined as a set of legal, social, economic,
technological etc. measures aimed at ensuring the protection of the natural environment during the
agricultural activity.

Yusupova O.0. operates with the term «ecologically sustainable agriculture», which is «characterized
by ecologically safe practices of conducting agricultural business, which not only does not harm natural
ecosystems, but also has a positive effect on the natural resources and wildlife» [17, c. 294].

We agree with the opinion of Varlamova S. 1. and Varlamova 1. S. that «ensuring environmental
security based on the principles of sustainable development is the main way of solving the environmental
and socio-economic problems, which guarantees the proper level of development and living conditions
of the population, opens new opportunities» [14].

However, unfortunately, despite the importance of food and environmental security for the state, at
the current stage, little attention is paid to the issue of implementing sustainable agriculture as a priority
direction for achieving food and environmental security of Ukraine.

There is an insufficient level of synergy between the environmental and agrarian policies of the
state, environmental factors are not sufficiently integrated into the system of agrarian relations, into
cooperative legislation, particularly in the context of the agricultural cooperation. The Law of Ukraine
«On the Basic Principles (Strategy) of the State Environmental Policy of Ukraine for the Period Until
2030» does not contain provisions that would directly provide for the integration of environmental
policy into agrarian policy (only general formulations are available), since agriculture, an element of
which is agricultural cooperation, has a significant impact on the natural environment.

Thus, in the conditions of the European integration processes, which provide for the approximation
of the Ukrainian agricultural cooperatives to the European model, the legal basis of the agricultural
cooperation, namely the special Law of Ukraine «On Agricultural Cooperation» is not fully oriented
towards ensuring sustainable agriculture.

The above-mentioned legal act does not use the term «sustainable agriculture», does not contain
provisions on food and environmental security, which is an obvious omission.

A one-time mention of sustainable development exclusively in the context of the principle of the
agricultural cooperation «consideration of the interests of the territorial community», which provides
that «an agricultural cooperative, an agricultural cooperative association... must consider the interests
of the territorial community, on the territory of which the corresponding activity is carried out, in order
to ensure sustainable development of such a territorial community...» [18], in our opinion, does not
indicate a full orientation of the special legislation on agricultural cooperation to ensure sustainable
agriculture.

Under such circumstances, in our opinion, a necessary condition for the proper implementation of
sustainable agriculture in Ukraine in the context of the agricultural cooperation is the strengthening of
the legal framework, the creation of an appropriate legal field that will reflect the focus of agricultural
cooperation on achieving the sustainable agriculture.
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That is why, in order to effectively implement the goals of sustainable development of Ukraine
in the future and bring agricultural cooperatives closer to the European model of the agricultural
cooperation, which provides for «ensuring equality in business for farms of any size and specialization,
rapid adaptation to the growing requirements for environmental security of the industry» [19, p. 16],
we consider it necessary to supplement Part 1 of Article 3 «Main goals of the agricultural cooperation»
of the special Law of Ukraine «On Agricultural Cooperation» with the following content: «ensuring
the sustainable agriculture aimed at achieving economic, food and environmental security of the statey.

In addition, the Law of Ukraine «On Agricultural Cooperation» does not contain norms dedicated to
the protection of the natural environment, although the activity of agricultural cooperatives is directly
related to the impact on the environment and, as a result, on the ecological security of the state, which
is an ecological component of the sustainable agriculture.

«The impact of agriculture on the environment is rapidly gaining momentum and is constantly
growing due to difficult economic conditions in the state, the imbalance of the agrarian sector, climate
changes and excessive technogenic load» [20].

The above indicates the need to supplement the legal act dedicated to the agricultural cooperation
with regulations on environmental protection.

Taking into account the principle of priority of the environmental security requirements, provided for
in clause «a» of Article 3 of the Law of Ukraine «On Environmental Protection», in order to fully legal
ensure environmental security in the context of the agricultural cooperation, we propose to supplement
part 3 of Article 12 of the Law of Ukraine «On Agricultural Cooperation» paragraph 5 and to determine
that the main duties of a member of an agricultural cooperative also include «compliance with the
requirements of the legislation on environmental protection in order to ensure the ecological security of
the state».

The Law of Ukraine «On Cooperation» also does not cover environmental aspects and does not
contain norms devoted to the issue of compliance with the requirements of legislation on environmental
protection.

We propose to supplement the Law of Ukraine «On Cooperation» with Article 23-1 «Environmental
principles of cooperative activity» and to define at the legislative level that «a cooperative organization
ensures compliance with the requirements of the legislation on environmental protection in order to
ensure the ecological security of the statey.

Conclusions. Thus, based on the conducted research, it can be concluded that agricultural cooperation
is important for ensuring food and environmental security in Ukraine. At the same time, at the current
stage, there is an insufficient level of synergy between the environmental and agrarian policies of the
state, environmental factors are not sufficiently integrated into the system of agrarian relations, into
cooperative legislation, particularly in the context of the agricultural cooperation, little attention is
paid to the issue of implementing sustainable agriculture. In the conditions of the European integration
processes, the special Law of Ukraine «On Agricultural Cooperation» is not fully oriented towards
ensuring sustainable agriculture: it does not use the term «sustainable agriculture», it does not contain
provisions on environmental protection, food and ecological security. A necessary condition for the
proper implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals, introduction of the sustainable agriculture
in Ukraine in the sphere of the agricultural cooperation is the strengthening of the legal framework, that
will reflect the focus of the agricultural cooperation on achieving the sustainable agriculture, as well as
ensuring food and environmental security. Proposals made in the article regarding the improvement of
the cooperative legislation of Ukraine, which provide for the orientation of agricultural cooperatives to
ensure sustainable agriculture aimed at achieving economic, food and environmental security of the state,
inclusion the duty to comply with the requirements of the legislation on environmental protection in
order to ensure the ecological security of the state among the main duties of a member of an agricultural
cooperative, will bring Ukrainian agricultural cooperatives closer to the European model and emphasize
the priority of sustainable development of agriculture in Ukraine.
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